Letter urging Members of Congress to vote against the Conference Report on the
USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005

November 18, 2005
Dear Members of Congress:

We are writing to urge you to vote against adoption of the Conference Report on H.R.
3199, the Patriot Act reauthorization bill. The bill fails to correct the flaws in the Patriot
Act that threaten the privacy and civil liberties of all Americans.

The bill’s changes to section 215 of the Patriot Act — the so-called library
provision — provide no meaningful new protection. The government retains the power to
engage in essentially unlimited fishing expeditions for records of innocent persons. The
bill also does nothing to restrain the government’s massive use of national security
letters. In fact, the changes on national security letters affirmatively harm civil liberties
by imposing unconstitutional criminal penalties for disclosure of receipt of a national
security letter.

We agree with Senators Craig, Durbin, Feingold, Murkowski, Salazar and Sununu —
three Republicans and three Democrats — that the Patriot Act reauthorization bill should
embody the Senate’s approach in requiring a connection between the records sought and
a suspected terrorist or spy. Anything less unacceptably compromises the liberties and
privacy of the American people.
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